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reason and wisdom are inaudible in the midst of disorder,
tumult, and factious violence. . . . Great revolutions
have sprung from less startling causes. Many an
enterprise, fatal to nations and princes, has been heralded
by signs less sinister and alarming." During the
eventful three days which followed Necker's dismissal,
the orator was not seen in the Assembly. The old
Marquis was lying dead at Argenteuil. Mirabeau had
undoubtedly some affection for his father. He was so
devoid of rancour, that he forgave not only the injuries
he received but even those which he inflicted. It may
therefore have been sincere grief, as well as decency and
the necessity of attending to family affairs, which caused
him to be absent while the Assembly sat day and night
(13th to 15th July), harassed by fears for their own
safety, distracted by reports of the disorders at Paris,
and seeking to prove that not even the shock of a
crumbling world could shake them in their firm and
righteous determination to create a constitution for their
country.

It was not till July 15, when it was known that
the Bastille had fallen, that Mirabeau reappeared in the
Assembly. In the nineteenth letter to his constituents,
he reports the violent answer he proposed to the hesitat-
ing reply made by the king to the reiterated demand
that the troops should be removed and Necker recalled.
"Tell him that the foreign hordes by whom we are
surrounded received yesterday the visit of the princes
and princesses, and of their favourites, both male and
female. Exhortations, caresses, presents, were lavished
on them. Tell him that these foreign satellites, gorged
with gold and drunken with wine, foretold the slavery